Promoting public/academic linkage.
1. Collaborative linkages between public mental health/mental retardation service systems and academic institutions have evolved in response to several problems: increasing numbers of individuals requiring long-term mental health care; the nursing shortage; and a decline in enrollment and students graduating from psychiatric mental health nursing programs. 2. Evidence suggests that a public/academic linkage in the form of a multidisciplinary training course in the care of seriously mentally ill patients promotes a recruitment of mental health professionals to work with these patients. 3. The establishment of academic/health care system linkages can enhance client care, expand and improve clinical experiences and education for students, and provide opportunities for collaborative research among clinical staff, faculty members, and graduate students.